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ESI Winter School 2027

Student Travel Bursary Guidance Document


Key Dates

· ESI Winter School: 26-27 Jan 2027
· Bursary Application deadline: Nov 26 2026 (5pm)
· Notification of bursary selection: Dec 3 2026 


Bursary details

· Two travel bursaries are available - one for an attendee from Northern Ireland and one from the Republic of Ireland
· The bursary will cover registration fee, accommodation and rail travel to attend the ESI Winter School 
· Value: up to €1000

Context

Evidence Synthesis Ireland, in collaboration with Cochrane Ireland, is hosting a two-day Winter School at Queen’s University Belfast. Introduction to Systematic Reviews is designed for beginners and those looking to refresh their skills in systematic reviews. While the focus is on health, the methods taught are applicable across multiple fields. Through interactive lectures, discussions, and practical exercises, participants will learn how to formulate research questions, develop protocols, conduct literature searches, extract data, assess risk of bias, and apply tools like GRADE to evaluate the certainty of evidence.
Eligibility

· Postgraduate students (Master’s and PhD level) who are new to evidence synthesis or seeking to strengthen their skills, resident on the island of Ireland.
· Individuals from any discipline where evidence-based methods are relevant - health, social care, education, policy, and beyond.
· We encourage applications from underrepresented groups in research or academia.

How to apply

Complete and submit your application form via email to esi@universityofgalway.ie by 5pm on Nov 26, 2026.

Please include the following in your application:

1. Justification – Specify why you wish to attend the Winter School, the sessions or topics of greatest relevance to your research, and any prior engagement with evidence synthesis methods.
2. Impact of attendance – Explain how participation will enhance your skills, contribute to your postgraduate studies, or support your future career goals.
3. Support  – Submit a signature from your supervisor confirming the value of attending the Winter School and approving time to participate.
4. Curriculum Vitae – Include a 2-page CV

Selection Criteria

· Relevance of the applicant’s current research to evidence synthesis 
· Clear articulation of how the ESI Winter School aligns with research objectives.
· Priority to students with limited access to training or professional development funding. 
· Potential for the applicant to apply evidence synthesis methods in their own or future research projects.
· Relevance and contribution of the event to the applicant’s research
· Potential to contribute to the evidence synthesis community on the island of Ireland

T&Cs
· Successful bursary awardees will have registration, accommodation and travel booked via ESI. Further expenses (subsistence, taxi, other public transport, milage) cannot be reimbursed.
· After the conference, recipients must submit a short report on knowledge gained and its application, to be shared on the ESI website and communication channels.
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